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The first guidebook you write yourself.Home to the 2008 Summer Olympics, Beijing is also a center

for Chinese culture, arts, cuisine and history. Your Moleskine City Notebook Beijing can accompany

you from the middle of the Forbidden City to the top of the Temple of Heaven and onwards.The Key

Map summarizes the overall city layout, showing the sequence and location of the 21 zone maps.

Map of the subway system and list of stations, plus the alphabetical street index of the zone maps.

Blank pages for jotting down notes and recording your thoughts, stories and memories. 32

removable sheets for loose notes and exchanging messages. 12 translucent sticky sheets for

tracing your routes and sharing itineraries. A 96-page tabbed archive for collecting everything that

matters most and keeping it at your fingertips. The first 6 tabs are printed; the others await your

personalization with the enclosed adhesive labels. Inside there is an insert dedicated to the Olympic

Games area with the locations of the venues.Each pocket sized Moleskine City Notebook is thread

bound and has a cardboard bound cover with rounded corners, acid free paper, three bookmarks,

an elastic closure and an expandable inner pocket that contains the Moleskine history.
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Moleskine has promoted these city notebooks as a "build your own guidebook" product and I will be



the first to admit that I didn't really use it for that purpose. I purchased this book because of the

maps that come with it. The first 1/8th or so of the book is a well detailed, well organized map of the

city and includes a portable subway map. I referenced this map constantly during my time in Bejing.

The streets are indexed alphabetically by their Pinyin transliteration but with the Chinese characters

included. The key map and the subway map were the two things I looked at the most as they

allowed me to easily get my bearings in BeijingAside from the maps this is a great little notebook; it

fits in your pocket and took all of the abuse I gave it. It has sections you can fill out for places you've

visited if you like; I didn't use those as much as the blank, unlined pages that make up the bulk of

the notebook. If you're spending any amount of time in Beijing I would highly recommend it.

I am a fan of Moleskine and similar blank books in general, so I picked this up for my trips to Beijing.

Maybe I haven't figured out how this was intended to be used, but I'm not really convinced (after my

first trip) that this thing was particularly helpful. Perhaps after I've traveled BACK to the city several

times over the course of time it will begin to show its value?
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